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Thomas Wright erroneously supposed that it had
been taken into the English Reynard, whereas
Caxton has simply translated it, almost word for
word, from the Dutch), or from some other source.
But no one, I think, can compare the fifth
" branch" of the Roman du Benart(v. 1267-1720)
with the Nonne Prestes Tale without coming to the
conclusion that Chaucer has borrowed largely from
it. The little fable of Marie de France, which
was- printed for the first time by Tyrwhitt, and
supposed by him to have given Chaucer the idea
of the Nonne Prestes Tale, contains only a small
part of the whole story. I t begins with the fox
asking the cock to sing with his eyes shut, as his
father used to do, and ends with the cock out-
witting the fox, the whole being comprised in no
more than thirty-eight lines, giving, in fact, the
substance of .the more prolix version of the same
story in the Latin Beinardus Vulpes (iii. 891-1054,
ed. Mone). But there is not a word about the
widow (in the Boman it is a farmer, un vilain),
and her poultry-yard, nor about chanticleer's dream
and his long, conversation with dame Pertilot,
which are so essential a part of Chaucer's tale.
Tyrwhitt, it seems, had never seen, or even heard
of, the Boman du Benart, and therefore naturally
concluded that Chaucer had founded his tale on
the slender material afforded by Marie's fable.

F. NORGATE.
7, King Street, Covent Garden.
THE " CHICKEN HOUSE ESTATE, HAMPSTEAD "

(6th S. i. 137).—Writing in 1810, Lysons, in hia
Environs of London, says (vol. iii. p. 353):—

" On the side of tbe hill (Uosslyn) is an ancient
building, called the ' Chicken-house,' in the window of
which were, until very lately, small portraits of painted
glass of King James I. and his favourite the Duke of
Buckingham. By an inscription" it appears that the
king had honoured the house with a visit, and slept
there, but I have not been able to discover to whom it
then belonged."

I t had an ample garden, and overlooked the
country, and with its extensive grounds formed
the entrance of Hanapstead (Howitt's Northern
Heights). The Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, in
his younger days, before he purchased Ken Wood,
had lodgings at the house, to which his legal
friends occasionally resorted for relaxation from
the fatigues of their profession. Soon after that
period (1766) it became the common rendezvous of
thieves and vagabonds.

A remnant only was left in 1825 of that pretty
relique, with its picturesque old gable buttressed
up by chimneys, that had once smoked to furnish
forth a social feast for good King James (Pyne's
Wine and Walnuts,\ol ii. pp. 199-200). Local
tradition assigned it as an appanage to royalty.
The side which abutted upon the roadway is now

" Icy dans cette chambre coucha nnstre Rny
JaCiuc: ; reuiier de Xom, le L'5- Aoust llKO."

hidden by houses and small shops, and a view of
the remains of the ancient building can only be
obtained by passing up a narrow passage from the
street. WILLIAM PLATT.

115, PiccadUly.
The old house of sixteenth century type known

by the name of the " Chicken House " is, or was
until a year or two ago, standing on the east side
of Bosslyn Street, or Hill, formerly Red Lion Hill,
behind some low-built, shabby shops, nearly oppo-
site the Soldiers' Daughters' Home. A short,
narrow blind alley leads to it from the street,—
a miserable mansion of many tenements, as misera-
bly inhabited. W. PHILLIPS.

ROYALIST on CROMWELLITE (6th S. i.17).—In
reply to MR. GURNEY, the calling 1647 the twenty-
third year of King Charles would of course be the-
usual legal form, and would certainly not prove
that the person using it was of Royalist sympathies.
Your correspondent seems to forget that the Com-
monwealth form of government did not begin until
after the king's death. It was only in Feb., 1648/31

(the year then being called 1648 up to March 25),
that the Commons voted the abolishment of the
kingly office and the establishment of a common-
wealth, with a council of state as executive. A seal
was then made, bearing the legend, THE SEALS OF
THE PARLIAMENT OP THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENG-
LAND. I have a copy of it. The new Great Seal
bore the inscriptions, THE GREAT SEALE OF ENG-
LAND, and IN THE FIRST YEARE OF FREEDOME BY
GODS BLESSING RESTORED, 1648 (said to have been
the idea of Henry Martyn). The writs, &c., began.
" Custodes Libertatis Anglite, Authoritate Parlia-
menti," and the coins of 1649 are the first that bear
the title of THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENOLAND.

H. W. HENFREY.

Probably legal phraseology. A conveyance deed
(in my own possession) of an estate within the
present borough of Leeds, from John Thwaites,
who was Mayor, then styled Alderman,.of Leeds in
1653, runs thus :—

" This Indenture made the third daye of July in the
three and twentieth yeare of the raigne of our Soveraigno
Lord Charles by the grace of God of England, Scotland,
France and Ireland Kinge, Defender of the Faith," &c.

Charles I. still lived, but in the previous Feb-
ruary he had been brought to Leeds a prisoner by
the Parliament's commissioners, to whom the Scots
had given him up. A. H. D.

JOSEPH HUME (6th S. i. 15).—It is noteworthy
that an interesting letter of Joseph Hume to
the late Dawson Turner, giving "an outline of
many of the leading events of his public life, afc
once showing how much the country owes him,"
&c, was purchased at Turner's sale in 1859 by
Bell. At the same time two MSS. by the same
writer were sold, one of which was the report of


